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CLERMONT METROPOLITAN HOUSING AUTHORITY (CMHA)
HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER (HCV) PROGRAM WAIT LIST
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ)

When does the Wait List open?
Pre-applications will be accepted online ONLY steytfTuesday February 22, 2022, 8:00am.

How do | apply?

Go to: www.clermontmha.org

Click “How to Apply for Housing” Button

Click “To apply for the current open waitlistdick here’
Thisis a fully web-based application process. CMHA does not accept paper pre-applications.
You can apply from any computer, tablet, or smartphone.

Can | apply more than one time?
A head of household may not apply more than one fonthe HCV Wait List.

When does the Wait List close?
The Wait List will close whe@50 applications are received.

What is the Housing Choice Voucher (HCV) Program?

The Housing Choice Voucher Program is the fedevaéghment’s major program for assisting
low-income families, the elderly, and the disabie@fford decent, safe, and sanitary housing in
the private market. Since housing assistance Mged on behalf of the family or individual,
participants can find their own housing, includsiggle-family homes, townhouses, and
apartments. The participant is free to choose aging that meets the requirements of the
program and is not limited to units located in sdized housing projects.

A family that is issued a housing voucher is regiae for finding a suitable housing unit of the
family’s choice where the owner agrees to rent utite program. This unit may include the
family’s present residence. Rental units must meatmum standards of health and safety, as
determined by CMHA, and must pass a Housing Qusligndards (HQS) inspection. A housing
subsidy is paid to the landlord directly by CMHA bahalf of the participating family. The
family then pays the difference between the agtsati charged by the landlord and the amount
subsidized by the program.

What is a Payment Standard?

CMHA determines a payment standard that is the atngenerally needed to rent a moderately-
priced dwelling unit in the local housing marketlahat is used to calculate the amount of
housing assistance a family will receive. Howetlee, payment standard does not limit and does
not affect the amount of rent a landlord may changghe family may pay. A family which
receives a housing voucher can select a unit wiémathat is below or above the payment
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standard. The housing voucher family must pay 30%s anonthly adjusted gross income for
rent and utilities, and if the unit rent is gredtgan the payment standard the family is requiced t
pay the additional amount. By law, whenever a famibves to a new unit where the rent
exceeds the payment standard, the family may notrpmae than 40 percent of its adjusted
monthly income for rent.

CMHA'’s current payment standards are located om#tlesite atvww.clermontmha.conunder
the FORMS & DOCUMENTS button. Click on Housing Ct®Voucher Forms.

How long can | stay on the HCV program?

In general, you may stay on the HCV program as kmgou comply with program rules. If, at
re-examination your family’s income is sufficientpay all of the rent in a subsidized unit,
CMHA will terminate the voucher if you have remadna that status for 180 days.

How is Rent Determined?
Your rent, which is referred to as the Total TerRayment (TTP) in this program, would be
based on your family’s anticipated gross annuadime less deductions, if any. HUD regulations
allow CMHA to exclude from annual income the folliog allowances:

+ Less other HUD approved deductions

+ Less other HUD approved exclusions

Based on your application, CMHA representative d@termine if any of the allowable
deductions should be subtracted from your annwealme. Annual income is the anticipated total
income from all sources received from the familpdh@and spouse, and each additional member
of the family 18 years of age or older. The formudg&d in determining the TTP is the highest of
the following, rounded to the nearest dollar:

+ 30 percent of the monthly adjusted income.

« 10 percent of monthly income

«  $50 minimum rent

What is a Preference?

A preference is applied to specific groups of faesilwhich enables CMHA to direct their

limited housing resources to the families with ¢ineatest housing needs. Since the demand for
housing assistance often exceeds the limited rees@vailable to HUD and the local PHAs,
long waiting periods are common. If you selectefgnence on your pre-application, you will be
required when you reach the top of the wait listeafy that you qualified for the preference.

How long do | have to wait for an eligibility appontment if | am selected to be placed on
the waiting list?
There are several factors that influence how lopgraon may have to wait:
1. Your placement on the waiting list. A placement temis assigned first by preference
then by date & time of application.
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2. Funding availability. Each PHA receives a spedaifienber of vouchers. No new
vouchers are received from HUD; therefore, CMHA oaty offer housing assistance to
a new family only when a family leaves the program.

The combination of these factors determines moveéwiethe waiting list. Our best estimate for
the wait time for an applicant family on our HCV Maist would be one to three years.

Am | eligible for the HCV Program?

Eligibility for a housing voucher is determined 6fHA based on the total annual gross income
and family size and is limited to US citizens apddafied categories of non-citizens who have
eligible immigration status. In general, the farglincome may not exceed 50% of the median
income for the county or metropolitan area in witoh family chooses to live. By law, CMHA
must provide 75 percent of its voucher to applisavhose incomes do not exceed 30 percent of
the area median income. Median income levels apéghed by HUD and vary by location.

The current income limits are:

FY 2021 Mid'a Income Persons

Income Limit

Limit Area Family Category
Income

Cincinnati,
OH-KY-IN
HUD Very Low
Metro 85,400 (50%)
FMRS
Area

29,900 | 34,200 | 38,450 | 42,700 | 46,150 | 49,550 | 52,950 | 56,400

Other eligibility requirements:
1. At least one household member must be a U.Senitiz eligible immigrant: and
2. No household member can be subject to a lifetirgesti@tion requirement under
any of the 50 states’ sex offender registratiorgpgam: and
3. The total income of all household members listedhenpre-application must not
exceed the 2021 income limits above.

What if | need help applying due to a disability asa reasonable accommodation?
If you or anyone in your household is a person witfabilities, and you require a specific

accommodation in order to fully utilize our progmiend services, please contact Tara Cox at
513-732-6010 x 239.

Can | move with my voucher?
A family’s housing needs change over time with demin family size, job locations, and for
other reasons. The housing choice voucher proghamsafamilies to move without the loss of
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housing assistance. Moves are permissible if tmélyanotifies the CMHA ahead of time,
terminates its existing lease within the lease igioms in their current subsidized unit, and finds
acceptable alternate housing.

Under the voucher program, new voucher-holders chapse a unit anywhere in the United
States if the family lived in the jurisdiction d¢fé CMHA issuing the voucher when the family
applied for assistance. Those new voucher-hold&riwing in the jurisdiction of the PHA at the
time the family applied for housing assistanugst initially lease a unit within that jurisdiction
for the first twelve months of assistance. A fantiigt wishes to move to another PHA'’s
jurisdiction must consult with the PHA that curdgradministers its housing assistance to verify
the procedures for moving.

Roles — the tenant, the landlord, the housing agepcand HUD under the HCV Program

Once CMHA approves an eligible family’s housingtuthe family and the landlord sign a lease
and, at the same time, the landlord and the PHA @ilgousing assistance payments contract that
runs for the same term as the lease. This meaneuwbBe/one — tenant, landlord and CMHA —
has obligations and responsibilities under the fieuprogram.

Tenant’s Obligations: When a family selects a housing unit, and CMHA apps the unit and
lease, the family signs a lease with the landlordat least one year. The tenant may be required
to pay a security deposit to the landlord. After tinst year the landlord may initiate a new lease
or allow the family to remain in the unit on a mioid-month lease.

When the family is settled in a new home, the fgnsilexpected to comply with the lease and
the program requirements, pay its share of renino@, maintain the unit in good condition and
notify CMHA of any changes in income or family coogttion.

Landlord’s Obligations: The role of the landlord in the voucher progrartoiprovide decent,
safe, and sanitary housing to a tenant at a rebsorent. The dwelling unit must pass the
program’s housing quality standards and be maiathup to those standards as long as the
owner receives housing assistance payments. Iti@adhe landlord is expected to provide the
services agreed to as part of the lease signedthdgttenant and the contract signed with CMHA.

Housing Authority’s Obligations: CMHA administers the voucher program locally. Rt¢A
provides a family with the housing assistance ¢matbles the family to seek out suitable housing
and CMHA enters a contract with the landlord tovmte housing assistance payments on behalf
of the family. If the landlord fails to meet the o&r’s obligations under the lease, CMHA has
the right to terminate assistance payments. CMHAtmeexamine the family’s income and
composition at least annually and must inspect eadhat least annually to ensure that it meets
minimum housing quality standards.
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HUD'’s Role: To cover the cost of the program, HUD provides tutalallow PHAS to make
housing assistance payments on behalf of the fasniHUD also pays the PHA a fee for the
costs of administering the program. When additidmatls become available to assist new
families, HUD invites PHAs to submit applicatioms funds for additional housing vouchers.
Applications are then reviewed and funds awarddtiéselected PHAs on a competitive basis.
HUD monitors PHA administration of the program tesere program rules are properly
followed.

If I am a Veteran, what other options do | have tchave subsidized housing?

CMHA is proud to partner with the Department of &tin’s Affairs to house veterans who have
been honorably discharged through the Veteran'aigsffSupportive Housing (HUD-VASH)
program. Please contact Lequita Potter, at theatA,13-977-6829 or by email at
Lequita.Potter@va.govor additional information about this program.

What if | need immediate housing?

CMHA does partner with several social service oizgions throughout Clermont County to help
provide housing to populations hardest to serves&lagencies include YWCA, James Sauls
Shelter, House of Peace, Greater Cincinnati BehaMitealth Services, BrightView, andClermont
Senior Services. You may contact these organizatimsee if you may qualify for ahousing referral
if you are currently using their services.

You may also find subsidized housing by going toDMJwebsitewww.hud.organd look athousing
that might be available in the area that is notliattd with CMHA. The link is here
https://www.hud.gov/findshelter

Emergency Rental Assistance (ERA)

If you are behind on your rent because of compboat caused by COVID-19ou may apply for
Emergency Rental Assistance (ERA) through Clern@minty Community Services, Inc
(CCcCsl):
«  Email support@cccsi.org for an application

. Call 513-732-2277

. Visit CCCSI Office 3003 Hospital Dr Batavia, OH 431
Funds are first come, first served, CCCSI will @ome to assist families in Clermont Countyuntil
the funds are exhausted.

For more information about this program, click on
https://www.hud.gov/topics/housing_choice vouchergpam_section .8
« If you are a landlord interested in listing youiit(s) for rent under the Housing Choice
Voucher Program, please click amvw.affordablehousing.comto add your unit for the
tenants to view.
« If you are a tenant looking for a landlord, pleabek on www.affordablehousing.com
for a listing of available units; click on “Clermbbandlords” for a listing of participating
landlords.
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For additional resources for first-time renters:

First-Time Renters Guide —
https://www.moneygeek.com/insurance/renters/resslficst-time-renters-quide/
Renter Rights & Responsibilities Guide

— https://lwww.moneygeek.com/insurance/renters/ressirental-assistance-rights-
quide/

How to Compare Renters Insurance Quotes

— https://lwww.moneygeek.com/insurance/renters/compaates/
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