
5-I.B. DETERMINING UNIT SIZE 

In selecting a family to occupy a particular unit, the PHA may match characteristics of the family with the 
type of unit available, for example, number of bedrooms [24 CFR 960.206(c)]. 

HUD does not specify the number of persons who may live in public housing units of various sizes. PHAs 
are permitted to develop appropriate occupancy standards as long as the standards do not have the effect 
of discriminating against families with children [PH Occ GB, p. 62]. 

Although the PHA does determine the size of unit the family qualifies for under the occupancy standards, 
the PHA does not determine who shares a bedroom/sleeping room. 

The PHA’s occupancy standards for determining unit size must be applied in a manner consistent with 
fair housing requirements. 

PHA Policy 

The PHA will use the same occupancy standards for each of its developments. 

The PHA’s occupancy standards are as follows: 

The PHA will assign one bedroom for each two persons within the household, except in 
the following circumstances: 

Persons of different generations will not be required to share a bedroom, except: 

A single pregnant woman with no other household members and a single 
parent with one child and no other household members will be assigned a 
one-bedroom unit. Assuming no other changes in family composition, 
after the child reaches the age of 2 years, the family will be eligible for a 
transfer to a 2-bedroom unit. 

Otherwise, an unborn child will not be counted as a person in determining unit 
size. 

Live-in aides will be allocated a separate bedroom. No additional bedrooms will 
be provided for the live-in aide’s family. 

Single person families will be allocated a zero or one bedroom. 

Children related to a household member by birth, adoption, or court awarded 
custody will be considered when determining unit size. 

Foster children will be considered when determining unit size. The family may 
add foster children to the household as long as it does not overcrowd the unit 
based on the PHA’s occupancy standards. 

Children away at school, but for whom the unit is considered the primary 
residence, and children temporarily placed outside the home, will be considered 
when determining unit size. 



Children in the process of being adopted will be considered when determining 
unit size. 

Children who will live in the unit less than 50 percent of the time will not be 
considered when determining unit size. 

The PHA will reference the following standards in determining the appropriate unit bedroom size 
for a family: 

BEDROOM SIZE MINIMUM NUMBER OF 
PERSONS 

MAXIMUM NUMBER OF 
PERSONS 

0 1 1 

1 1 2 

2 2 4 

3 3 6 

4 4 8 

5 6 10 

6 8 12 

 


